


'Amor Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to Indio's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots." 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


TALES FROM THE 
UPANISHADS 


The word Upanishad literally means 'sit down near' for the student had 
to sit close to the teacher to receive instructions. Perhaps, what brought 
the two still closer were the stories the Guru narrated. These stories 
provided a meaningful context for the topics under discussion. They 
also demonstrate that in those days knowledge was not the monopoly 
of any select group. Thus Janashruti, the ruler of the land, approaches 
the cart driver Raikva, with humility, to seek the highest truth. 
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SH VET AKETU * 

W A HERMITAGE DEEP IN THE FOREST LIVED THE LEARNED SAGE, UDDALAKA APUNl, WITH HIS SON, 

shyetaketu, nil 



SHVETAKETU HAS 
TURNED TWELVE 


SHVETAKETU, MV CHILD 
PLEASE COME TO 

ME- ^ 


HE MUST NOW PURSUE 
THE STUDy OF THE 
SCRIPTURES. 


IT IS TIME FOR VOU TOO 
TO TREAD THE PATH OF 

LEARNING- 


WHAT IS fT/FATHER 


DEAR CHILD, X 
EVER/ ONE IN OUR 

family has without 

EXCEPTION, tgX 

studied the Jh 


AND IMBIBED 
THEIR 
MEANING- ^ 


* FROM CHHRNDOOYF (JPANISHRD 































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHVETARETU LEFT HIS FATHER'S HERMITAGE 

STUDY UNDER ANOTHER 

LEARNED RISHI. ' * \ F + f) TUI 


60 FORTH SON, AND COME 
BACK BRIGHT AND 
RESPLENDENT, WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
BRAHMAN • 


SOON AFTERWARDS 


GURU, SHVETARETU REAP THE SCRIPTURES AND LEARNT THE SCIENCES 


UNDER HIS ABIE _, ... 

' STUDIED PHILOSOPHY AND MASTERED THE ARTS 


I HAVE NOW MASTEPED 
NEAPiy EVEP/THING THAT 
A MAN CAN STUDY» 


\ r\ 




k 
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WHAT PRIDE? SUCH CONCEIT 
IS BORN ONLY OUT OF 
IGNORANCE..* THIS BOY 
HAS NOT GRASPED THE 

ESSENCE OF THE SUPREME 
KNOWLEDGE- 




DEAR CHILD, YOU SAY 
YOU KNOW EVERYTHING 
CAN Bf KNOWN... 


..THEN DO YOU POSSESS 
KNOWLEDGE OR 
WISDOM BY WHICH WHAT 
IS UNKNOWN BECOMES 
KNOWN; WHAT IS UNSEEN 


* SALUTATIONS 


3 



















































































































































































3?8 





AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



P9K1, FATHER/ DO 
TELL ME WHAT THAT 
v KNOWLEDGE IS — 





n IS THE LUMP OF CLAY THAT, WHEW 
FASHIONED OUT IN A CERTAIN 
SHAPE, BECOMES A VESSEL, 

AMD WHEN GIVEN ANOTHER 


OY KNOWING A LUMP OF CLAY 
JHAT 6 made OF cm c£re wo™. 
LOWING A NUGGET OFGfi, n ° W ' 
Aa THAT IS MADE OF%£ ^ 

ss-*«»-ass r a 

ECE of iron, all that is made 
^ l*ON CAN BE known! 



SO THE ESSENCE OF ALL 
SUCH THINGS IS CLAY- THE 
TOYS AND VESSELS ARE 
L MERELY DIFFERENT NAME 


WGIVEN TO IT. yi 

* 

Hi 

* tVn 



/ 

1 / 9 f 





RE, MY CHILD/ YOU MUST 
■NOW THE ESSENCE OF ALL 
— THE ONE THING THAT . 
IN EVERYTHING IN / 


UNDERSTAMq 

FATHER- 


THIS UNIVERSE 
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TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


THESE RIVERS, MY CHILD, PROCEED 
FROM THE EAST TOWARDS THE WES 
THEN FROM THE OCEAN THEY PISE 

IN THE FORM OF VAPOUR AND 
DROPPING AGAIN, MERGE 
V INTO THE OCEAN... 




I 












JUST AS THE RIVERS DO 
NOT REMEM0EP WHAT THEY 

WERE, SO ALSO ALL CPE* 

BEINGS DO NOT KNOW THAT 
THEY HAVE ISSUED FROM 
TRUTH. 











IF YOU WERE TO STRIKE AT THAT 
TREE, IT WOULD OSCHAR6E A 
LITTLE SAP. PERVADED BY LIFE, 
IT WOULD CONTINUE TO DRAW 
SUSTENANCE FROM THE 
EARTH. 




V 










5 


































































































































































































amar chitra katha 




EACH BRANCH 
FORSAKEN BY LIFE, 
v DRIES UP. 





J 


■i 




*SIMILARLY, MY sON, WHEN LIFE FORSAKES THE BODY. 
IT CUES. BUT UFE DOES NOT DIE"- 


i 
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WELL SHVETAKETU, 
BRING ME A FRUIT 

from THAT 

BANYAN TREE- 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHAnQ 

ft 


WHY CAN'T I SEE 
THIS BEING WHICH 
IS ALL-PERVASIVE? 








f 

I 

























































































































































































amar chitra katha 




nothing! 


THERE IS NOTHING IN THE SEED, 
CAN THAT NOTHING GIVE 
?ISE TO A MIGHT y BANyAN 


THEN WHAT IS THAT '\ 

•SOMETHING" WHICH 

WE CANNOT SEE. 
FATHER ? 


SHVETAKETU, IS THE 
ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS— 
THE ATMAN—THAT 

pervades Twe universe, 

yOU TOO ARE THAT, 

0 SHVETAKETU! 


-AND IF WE CANNOT SEE 
THE ESSENCE, HOW DO WE 
KNOW THAT IT EXISTS ? 


I SHALL EXPLAIN TO 
YOU. PUT THIS SALT 
IN WATER. 


* 




\ 












) 


HERE IS THE 
POT OF WATER 

WITH SALT IN 

IT, FATHER. 


KEEP IT ASIDE FOR NOW- 
BRING IT TO ME 

TOMORROW MOR 





TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, SHVETAKETU WENT TO HIS 
FATHER WITH THE POT - 


CAN YOU SEE THE 
SALT YOU PUT INTO 
THIS POT LAST 
EVENING. 




THE SALT HAD 


f NOW TASTE THE 
WATER AT THE TOI 
OF THE POT, 
SHVETAKETU. 
v. HOW IS IT ? y 


NO FATHER. I 
CANMOT. 


Fv > 7V, \ 

V/ 

^ - - J 







SHVETAKETU CUPPED A FINGER IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE POT AND TASTED THE WATER. 

IT'S SALTY 
AGAIN, 



NOW LOOK AGAIN FOR 
THE SALT YOU PUT IN 

IT yesterday. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SIMILARLY, SHVETAKETU/ 
YOU CANNOT SEE THE 
ESSENCE- BUT IT IS 
ALWAYS PRESENT 
EVERYWHERE. 





THIS OMNIPRESENT ESSENCE 
IS ATMAN, THAT PERVADES 
EVERYTHING- YOU TOO ARE 
That, o SHVETAKETl). . 


I AM 6RATEFUL 
FATHER... 



"• YOU HAVE HELPED 
fAE GAIN THE KNOWLEDGE 
WITH WHICH THE UNKNOWN 

BECOMES KNOWN, THE 
. UNSEEN BECOMES > 


r •) ' ( 







'v. 
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TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


R AIK' m. THE CARTMAN* 




JANASHPi/TI, THE KING Of MAH A VRASHA WAS A BENEVOLENT AND GENEROUS RULER . 


HE BUILT REST HOUGES ALONG THE ROADS OF HtS 
*njnnnu . vjhfpe FREE FOOD AND LODG/ajG yjfpf 



* FROM CHHANDOGVA UPANISHAD . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HIS FAME SPREAD FAR BEYOND THE BORDERS OF 
MAHAVRASH A. UNFORTUNATELY IT DID NOT TAKE LONG 
TO TURN HIM INTO A VAIN MAN. 


...MO HE TAXED HIS SUBJECTS FAIRLY QUITE 
NATURALLY JAN ASH PUT/ WAS PLEASED WITH 
HIMSELF FOP HAVING DONE SO MUCH FOR HIS 
KINGDOM.*- -c - 


AH ! 17 IS I WHO AM 

PROVIDING FOOD TO ALL THESE 
PEOPLE. HOW MUCH MERIT I 

HAVE EARNED. THE DEVAS 
TOO MUST BE PLEASED 
^ WITH ME... / 


GLORY TO KING 
OANASHRUTI. 


ONE EVENING WHILE HE WAS RELAXING OH THE 

TERRACE OFHtS PALACE— 1 - 


SUCH LOVELY 
SWANS'. 


* i 1 

KtaM 

ijtt 



4 »fltata 
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...THE BRIGHT BAND 
OF LIGHT THAT EMANATES 
FROM HIM/ DUE TO 
THE GLOW OF HIS FAME 
WILL BURN YOU TO 





WHO IS THIS RAIKVA OF 
THE CART, WHO HAS 


DON T MOCK N 
ME LIKE THAT. HOW 
CAN YOU SPEAK OF 
KING JANASHRUTI 
AS IF HE WERE 
GREATER THAN RAIKVA 
OF THE CART ? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



JAHASHRUTI FELT RESTLESS THAT NIGHT- 

RAIICVA! I MUST 
SEND M*y MEN 
TOMORROW TO FIND 
OUT WHO THIS 
RAJKVA IS, WHERE 


EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, THE ELABORATE 
RITUAL TO WAKE UP THE ROYAL PERSONAGE 







WAKE UP, O SAVIOUR V 
OF THE MASSES* Jr. 


ARISE, O PROVIDER 
OF THE MILLIONS*! 


ARISE 


O CELESTIAL 
AMONG MEN! 




VOU SHALL STOP PRAISING 
ME THUS FOR I AM NOT 
WORTHY 


WHAT IS IT, MAHAPAJ? 

EPS OUR 


OF 






VO£ 




TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 






A MASSIVE SEARCH WAS SOON LAUNCHED TO LOCATE 
RAIMA. THE KING’S MEN COMBED THE KINGDOM FOR 
MANY DAYS. AT LAST, ONE DAY —J / RAJKVA ? 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF \ /\ THE CART 

yJK - ^ 


A MAN CALLED 
V RAIKVA? 








RAIMA DID NOT EVEN BUDGE FROM HtS 
PLACE. 


15 
















































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHAT DOES our 

worthy king seek 

FROM AN ORDINARY 
MAN UKE HIM* J 



JANASHRUH'3 DELIGHT KNEW NO BOUMP9 WHEN HE WAS 
TOLP THAT RAIKVA HAD FINALLY BEEN FOUND . 


MAKE PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE 
IMMEDIATELY FOR RAIKVA'S 
■V- VILLAGE. 


iA ^ 



NEXT MORNING, JAN ASH RUT/ STARTED FOR RAt KVA’S 
VILLAGE WITH AN ENTOURAGE OF HIS MEN. HE TOOK 

WITH HIM AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF S00 COWS, A < 
NECKLACE AND A CARRIAGE AS A GIFT TO RAIKVA 


ARRIVING AT THE VILLAGE, JANASHPUH 
INTRODUCED HIMSELF. - 




I HAVE HEARD OF YOU 
AS ONE WHO HAS 
EARNED GREAT MERIT, 
ONE WHO HAS , 

LEARNT ALL THERE / 
16 TO LEARN AND I 
ONE WHO KNOWS ! 
BRAHMAN. 



O WISE RAIKVA/ I SHALL 
PRESENT YOU WITH 600 
\ C0WS,THIS SPLENDID 
x NECKLACE AND THIS 

.CARRIAGE AND WHATEVER 
ELSE THAT YOU __ 
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0 IGNORANT KING! 

THE KNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN 
CANNOT BE 
PURCHASED. 



A DISAPPOINTED JANASHRU 77 MADE HIS WAY BACK TO THE 


KINGDOM, A 7 ONCE SAD AND HUMBLED 



AFTER A Few WEERQ, WHEN HE HAD DEEPLY 
PONDERED OVER HIS MEETING WON RAIKVA, 
MADE PPEPA&A Ti/hMCi m mftt pajjcua at*auj 



ONCE AGAIN HE SET OUT WITH H/S LARGE ENTOURAGE- 
THIS TIME HIS BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER ACCOMPANIED 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ON REACHING THE VILLAGE, HE PROSTRATED 
BEFORE THE WISE RUSTIC • 



,„BUT I HAVE SHED MY 
ROYAL EGO, AND I 
SURRENDER MYSELF 


7HIS TIME, RAIKVA SAW THAT THE RING HAD LOST 
ALL HIS VANITY AND THE GENUINE DESIRE FOR 
KNOWLEDGE WAS EVIDENT FROM HIS EYES . 


I BLESS YOU, O / 

VIRTUOUS JANASHRUTI. / 
ALL THE KNOWLEDGE / 
THAT IS MINE* SHALL • 
NOW BE YOURS* 




AND THEN RAJKVA , DRAWING JANASHRUT! 
CLOSE TO HIM, SPOKE AT LENGTH 

THE SUPREME KNOWLEDGE CANNOT 
BE IMBIBED UNLESS ONE HAS 



/ 


/ 


NOW THAT YOU ARE HUMBLE/ 
I WILL INSTRUCT YOU 
ABOUT THE SUPREME 
n KNOWLEDGE*.- 



AND SAHNG RAIKVA ACCEPTED 
_^ASHRcrn HIS DISCIPLE' 
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TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



'HEN THE DEVAS WERE HUMBLED’ 


STORY WAS TOLD BY AN ANCIENT RfSHI TO HIS DISCIPLES 70 ILLUSTRATE HOW BRAHMAN t 
SELF-EXISTING. ALL-PERVADING POWER, RESTORES ORDER IN THE WORLD WHENEVER EVIL A 
DISORDER SEEM TO PLAGUE IT. 





* * TRADITIONAL ENEMIES OF THE DEVAS 


'*••• AFTER days of fierce fighting, it 

SEEMED THAT THE ASURAS WERE 
GETTING THE UPPER HAND FOR THEY 



0 BRAHMAN, IF YOU DO NOT 
HELP US IN THIS WAR, ONLY 
EVIL AND DISORDER SHALL f 
THIS EARTH- COME TO OUR 
v AID O DIVINE FATHER. 


• •AND WHEN THE DEVAS BEGAN 
HEAVILY, A FEW OF THEM PRAYED TO 
BRAHMAN TO COME TO THEIR AID - * 


19 * FROM KENOPANISHAD . 

































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA ___ 

Y^HVtGOfiA TED BY THIS DIVINE ASSURANCE, THE DEV AS 
FOUSHT BACK BRAVELY •' * _ 


/ so FORTH and FIGHT 
V^ITH ALL YOUR MIGHT. ONLY 
GOOD CAW TRIUMPH 
IN THE END- 


AND WITH DIVINE HELP, Tf D/D NOT TAKE THEM LONG TO VANQUI3H THE A5U&AS 


-A \ A 
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CELEBRATED WITH GAY ABANDON 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



THEY ATE, DRANK AND MADE MERRY FOR DAYS 
WEEKS, AND MONTHS— I- 


UNTIL THEY WERE INTOXICATED BY THEIR 


the VICTORY IS y/ 
OtlRS. WE HAVE J A 
v WON TT. JM, 


WE HAVE v 
NO EQUALS!! 





THE devas 
ATTRIBUTED the 
VICTORY TO 

themselves, 


YES. NEGLECTING THEIR 
DUTIES/ THEY WENT ON 
AND ON WITH THE 

CELEBRATIONS- SOON THE 

WORLDS THAT THE DEVAS 

RULED BEGAN TO FALL INTO 

RUIN. 


♦ * 



••• AND EVIL AND DISORDER 
PREVAILED EVERYWHERE. 
THAT IS WHEN BRAHMAN 
INTERVENED ONCE 
V AGAIN. 
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amar chitra katha 



r-- ,N THEIR MERRY MAKING, A YAKSHA *CAME OUTSIDE THEIR 

/' ONE OAT AS THE DEVA9 WERE RAMERSB / w ihc'k ^ - - 






' I CAN 
BURN AND DE5 T ^ 

ANyTHlNG 

THAT EXISTS* 


before agn/ could finish his 


/ THE YAKSHA ASKED HIM A QUESTION 


o A6NI, LORO OF FIRE, 
WHA'h GREAT POWERS 


* OfVtNF BEING 


, " THE YAKSHA SOON CAUGHT 1 NORAS EYE. 


THIS BEING IS AND WHAT 


*AGNI APPROACHED THE YAKSHA AND SPOKE 




TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



AGNt RAGED AMD THE FLAMES ENGULFED THE BLADE OF 
HE COULD NOT SUCCEED 


GRASS BUT NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED, 




4F7E? HAVING FAILED TO INCINERATE THAT SINGLE BLADE, HE WALKED BACK TO THE PALACE 
‘~~TED UNO HUMBLED. HE WONDERED WHO THIS STRANGE POWERFUL BEING WAS. 
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amar CHITRA katha 





* 


"VAHu SUMMONED THE FIERCEST OF WINDS AND 
AGAIN A/O MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED'" 


THE BLADE OF GRASS JU&T WOULD NOT 



TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



» VATU TOO WENT BACK TO THE PALACE THE WAY AON/ HAD 
REAL/SING WHO THE YAKS HA WAS. I - 


FATIGUED AND HUMBLED BUT NOT 



TWO THEN /NORA H/MSELF STEPPED OUT 


r J 


\\ t 

jrf' 

i(jj 

/'(<_!/( ] ; 




Suddenly 


the YAKSHA DISAPPEARED 




* ZHORA LOOKED HERE AND THERE FOR THE TAK&HA BUT COULD 
HOT FIND HIM. INSTEAD HIS EYES TELL UPON UMA, THE 
GODDESS OF SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE , WHO HAPPENED TO 
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0H INDRA! IT'S A SHAME 

that even you, THE KING 

OF THE DEVAS, COULD NOT 
REALISE WHO THAT 
SHINING BEING WAS. 


AMARCHITRAKATHA 


/ ^ did YOU SEE THAT 
V / BRIGHT/ SHINING BEING 
WHO STOOD HERE UNTIL 
LITTLE WHILE AGO? 

WHERE DID HE GO? 
WHO WAS HE?_ 


AND THEN LIMA SPOKE 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 



HE APPEARED THUS IN 
FRONT OF YOU ONLY TO 
BRING YOU BACK TO yOUR 
SENSES, O DEVAS. 




i 


II 


YOU HAVE HAD 
ENOUGH OF 
CELEBRATIONS OF 
YOUR VICTORy. IT IS 
f NOW TIME TO GET 
I BACK TO THE 
ONEROUS DUTIES 
OF RULING- 



"REALISING THEIR FOLLY, THE DEVAS 
SETTLED DOWN TO A MORE 



AND THUS 
BRAHMAN HAD 
ONCE AGAIN BR0U6HT 
ORDER AND METHOD 
INTO THE WORLD • 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE BOLD BEGGAR 


SHNUNAKA AT APE YA AHO ABHlPRATARIN KAKSHASENf WERE TWO SAGES 
FOREST- THEY SPENT MOST OF THEIR TIME WORSHIPPING 




WERE TO BEGIN THEIR MEAL 


•‘•A BRAHMA CHAPt 
WITH HfS BOWL • 


NO, MY BOY, WE CANNOT 
SPARE YOU ANY FOOD. 


FROM CHHANDOGYA 


iir 


/ 
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LEARNED 
SIRS, COULD 
YOU TELL ME 
WHICH DEVA 
YOU 

WORSHIP? 



VAYU,THE WIND 
60D. HE IS ALSO KNOWN 
AS PRANA OR THE 
BREATH OF LIFE. 


AH ! THEN YOU 
MUST KNOW THAT 
PRANA PERVADES 
THE WHOLE UNIVERSE 



...AND THAT PRANA IS ALL 
THAT MOVES AND DOES 
NOT MOVE ; ALL THAT IS 
VISIBLE AND 



NOW, RESPECTED SIRS, 
COULD YOU TELL ME TO WHOM 
DID YOU MAKE THIS 

V food-offerins? 


PRANA 
WHO EL! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




meaning of the 

HAMEO AT JHEIR 
f G BPWtAANA* 




sSw«» 6 3lI!2^ l 2f HAD UNDE * ST °00 TUB LITERAL 

their rood with the v/vja 


i* 




THEN O REVERED RtSHlS, IN 
DENYING ME POOD, YOU ARE 
DENYING PRANA FOR WHOM 
YOU HAVE PREPARED 


THE FOOD- 





TINKLE PRESENTS, 
POP THE PIPST 
TIME EVER, 
LONGER, LOONIER 
ADVENTURES OP 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
TINKLE TOONS. 


aD your copy— 
your nearest bookstore 

in to: www.amarchitrakatha.coni 

22 40497435/36 

I* c ustolllcrservice(^i'^••■'k•nH‘J'‘ 1 •'• <, ® 






























































